TAPT

CENTEX CHAPTER MINUTES

March 25, 2009

Region 20 - San Antonio, Texas

Call To Order:  Joe Cervera, President called the meeting to order at 9:35AM.  Welcome Everyone 
Officers Present:  Joe Cervera, President
                             Ron Mack, President Elect
                             Monica Esparza, Secretary
                             Rafael Salazar, Ex-Officio

                             absent - Gloria Fernandez, Vice President

                             absent - Sandra Thompson, Treasurer

                             absent - Juan Velez, Historian

Minutes:  Minutes for February 18, 2009 by Gloria Fernandez (completed Secretary duties in the absence of Monica Esparza) were made available to everyone as they signed-in.  Ron Mack made the motion for the minutes to be accepted.  Fili Bonilla seconded the motion and minutes were accepted.  

Treasurer’s Report by Sandra Thompson was made available via handout.  As of Mar. 25, 2009 the Compass Bank Checking Account Balance is $15,631.68 and the Savings Account Balance is $6,549.42.

Executive Committee Introduced by Ron Mack, President Elect  

         Joe Cervera, President; Ron Mack, President Elect; not present - Gloria Fernandez, Vice President;

         Monica Esparza, Secretary; not present - Sandra Thompson, Treasurer; not present - Juan Velez, Historian, 

         and Rafael Salazar, Ex-Officio

New Members and New Vendors recognized by Ron Mack:

                                                         Bernard Thompson 
                                         Thanks to all vendors for their support.  

REPORTS
TAPT - Mary Hernandez, Area 4 Director Recognized special guests: Jackie Fields, TAPT President Elect and Larry Taylor, TAPT Nominating Committee.  
TAPT  -  Jackie Fields, TAPT President Elect sends greeting from Lee Iredale, TAPT President; he could not attend.  The report to the Commissioner of  Education was submitted.  The purpose of this report was to make recommendations regarding:  1) streamlining information to TEA  2) using another system besides linear density for funding.  The task force consists of districts large and small through out the state.  Bryan Wypsinger will meet with School Bus Program Manager, Rebecca Rocha and make the taskforce recommendations known.  Ms. Rocha is recommending a new point system. 

    Lee reports there are 24 House Bills and 5 Senate bills.  Seat belts continue to creep into the bills but no funding for the measure has been seen.  HB 4499 and Senate 2220 both establish requirements for funding for seat belts but neither bill has moved into committee and no action has been taken other than their introduction.  Don Davenport, Jackie Fields and Lee Iredale have testified for the legislature as needed.  Charley Kennington, ESC Region 4, Director gave a great presentation on ‘Rules & Legislative Tracking’.  This report can be found on the TAPT website.  
TAPT - Mary Hernandez, Area 4 Director  TAPT conference will be June 12-17 in Austin, TX at the Long Center.  The TAPT Executive  Committee and the efforts of  the Secretary, Kirk Self are preparing for another great conference.  The host hotel is the Hyatt Regency Hotel ($140/night plus $6 daily parking fee).  The other participating hotels include: Embassy Suites Hotel ($139 -$149/night) and the Homestead Suites ($114.99 - $124.99/night).  The Embassy Suites hotel is full but the other two hotels still have room available.  Transportation  via school bus will be provided from the hotels to the Long Center.  All of the conference and hotel information is on the TAPT website.  Conference registration is $145 prior to May 29th.  After May 29th registration will cost $170.  
    The number of registered participants already exceeds the number participants last year.   Conference fees for children is $25, for companions is $75, and for family is $100 (Companion and 2 children).    

    TAPT classes will be offered on June 13th and 14th.  Plans are in progress to add a second ‘Exit Out TAPT Class’.  Plans are in progress for the state road-eo competition to be held at the Austin ISD, Tony Burger Center.  The conference guest speaker is in place.  TAPT is most appreciative of the participating vendors and those contributing to the conference.  We could not have the success we have had over the years, without their support.  

    All the scholarships available via TAPT are requesting applications by April 15, 2009.  The Ryan Woods Foundation Scholarship is available to any high school, graduating, senior who has Type I Diabetes.  The applicant does not have to be related to a TAPT member.  Members are encouraged to submit nominations for ‘Employee of the Year’.  
     All vendors present were asked to stand up and be recognized.  The contribution of all vendors is much

     appreciated and allows TAPT to put on conferences and offer scholarships.  
TAPT - Larry Taylor, Belton Nominating Committee The following positions are open for nominations for the TAPT Executive Committee 2009-2010 and some of the Area 4 candidates running for office:
President, Jackie Fields, Belton ISD

    President-Elect, Kirk Self, Canyon ISD  and   Mike Cano, PSJA ISD
Secretary, Mary Hernandez, Austin ISD
                 Jimmy Kendrick, Aransas County ISD
                 Sheila Belt, Fort Bend ISD
Historian, Filiberto Bonilla, Austin ISD
                 Juan Velez, San Marcos ISD
                 Garfield Jackson, Houston ISD

                     Debbie Jones, Alvin ISD

                     Angie Sherman, ISD

    Parliamentarian, Jay Rudolph, Alvin ISD

                               Samuel Davila, Conroe ISD

                               Patrick Hernandez, Tulosa Midway ISD

                               Mike Williams, Dallas County ISD

    Area 4 Director, Joe Hart, Killeen ISD and Gloria Barber, Marlin ISD

  Nomination Committee 4, Humberto Araize, Eagle Pass ISD and Mike Ferguson, Belton ISD

                                           
TASBT  -  Earl Stewart reports the TASBT School Bus Technician is scheduled for May 2nd, in San Antonio, at Northside ISD.  The competition offers two divisions: Inspector Division and the Technician Division.  One technician cannot enter both divisions.  There is no entry fee at this time and districts may send 4 candidates.   Candidates must be an active member of TASBT to compete.  Entry forms are posted on the TASBT web site.  
NAPT -  Rafael Salazar, Director of Transportation at Northside ISD reports Northside ISD had their district TASPT technician competition in March and the winning technicians will go to the TASBT competition on May 2nd.    The Golf Tournament scheduled during the TAPT conference will be held at Lions Municipal Golf Course, on June 12th.  The cost is $60 and fee includes: green fees, cart, driving range and prize fund.  Golfing will begin at 2PM.  Dinner will be served and sponsored by Grande Truck.  
    House Bill 4499 and Senate Bill 2220 as mentioned by Lee Iredale still waiting for funding.    House Bill 374 regarding evacuations has been passed out of committee favorably (10-0).  This bill eliminates the entire school bus evacuation training requirement.  SB 300 has been passed out of committee with changes (9-0).  This bill changes the twice/year requirement of 1 hour and part of time has to be on a bus to a once per year training requirement and allows it to be provided by video.  It deletes the 1 hour requirement with part of the training on the bus.  
Fritz Klabunde, Shop Foreman at Eanes ISD reports the TAPT Conference Bowling Tournament will be held on June 12th, at Westgate Lanes, from 3:30PM to 7PM.  Fee of $15 includes shoes, meal, and door prizes.   If possible ‘bowling for cash’ will take place.   There will be plaques for  First, Second, and Third place.  
Mike Barnes, from Leander ISD directed members to watch a web site Propane Demo Flyer regarding stimulus funding  for transportation retro-fit.  Districts can combine to make these requests.  
Fili Bonilla, Assistant Director, Austin ISD reports plans for the CENTEX Road-eo are progressing.  There will be two conventional courses operating at the same time.  The address for the location of the road-eo events at Tony Burger Center is 3200 Jones Rd.  Breakfast and lunch will be served.  

Joe Cervera, CENTEX President and Operations Director at Schertz-Cibolo reported a maximum of 10 participants per district in each category will be allowed and 2 teams for Special Needs will be allowed.  Also, at this time the CENTEX scholarship has no applicants.  
  
Nominations at this time for CENTEX officers for 2009 – 2010 include the following:

          President Elect – Gloria Fernandez, Del Valle ISD

          Vice President – Juan Velez, San Marcos ISD       

          Treasurer – Monica Esparza, Austin ISD

          Historian – Kathryn Clakley, Taylor ISD
       Secretary – none at this time   
        

********  10 Minute Break ********
Guest Speaker: Heather Allen Thompson, Boerne ISD
Joe Cervera reported the need for judges to send in their registration forms.  Also during the road-eo this year contestants will need to close their door when crossing the railroad tracks, and during the student pick-up be 6ft away from the curve and 10ft away from the students. 

Lunch provided by Rush Bus Centers  -  THANK YOU very much for your contribution to CENTEX

Door Prize ticket sales amounted to $173
              Prizes contributed by: Northside ISD, Austin ISD, Rush Bus Sales, CC Battery, Chalks Truck Parts, 
                                                  Andy’s Air, Tyler Tech, and San Marcos ISD

Next Meeting, April 15th, at Region 13 (Clarksville Training Room), 5701 Springdale Rd., Austin, TX  78723

